5.8
Earthquake

Earthquakes generally occur without warning and may cause minor to serious ground shaking, damage to buildings, and injuries.  It is important to note that even a mild tremor can create a potentially hazardous situation and the following procedures should be implemented in response to all earthquakes regardless of magnitude. 

Procedure

Note: Keep calm and remain where you are. Assess the situation, and then act. Remember, most injuries or deaths are the direct cause of falling or flying debris.

1. Upon the first indication of an earthquake, teachers should direct students to DUCK AND COVER as described in Section 4.0.

2. Move away from windows and overhead hazards to avoid glass and falling objects.

3. When the shaking stops, the School Administrator will initiate the EVACUATE BUILDING action as described in Section 4.0.  Staff and students will evacuate the buildings using prescribed routes or other safe routes to the Assembly Area.

4. In the event of an evacuation, Teachers will bring their student roster and take attendance at the Assembly Area to account for students.  Teachers will notify the Assembly Area Team of missing students.

5. The School Administrator will direct the Security/Utilities Team to post guards a safe distance away from building entrances to prevent access.

6. The Security/Utilities Team will notify school personnel of fallen electrical wires and instruct them to avoid touching the fallen wires. 

7. The First Aid/Medical Team will check for injuries and provide appropriate first aid. 

8. The School Administrator will direct the Security/Utilities Team to notify the appropriate utility company of damages (e.g., gas, power, water, or sewer).

9. If the area appears safe, the Search and Rescue Team will make an initial inspection of school buildings to identify any injured or trapped students or staff.

10. The School Administrator/District Superintendent will determine if additional actions may be necessary.  In turn, the actions will be communicated to the District's Office of Communications.

11. The School Administrator will contact the Local District Facilities Director to ensure buildings are safe for reoccupancy.  When safe to do so, the Fire Suppression and HazMat Team will conduct an inspection of school buildings.  The Fire Suppression and HazMat Team will maintain a log of their findings, by building, and provide a periodic report to the Incident Commander.

12. Any affected areas will not be reopened until the Local District Facilities provides clearance and the School Administrator gives authorization to do so.

13. The School Administrator will initiate an OFF-SITE EVACUATION, as described n Section 4.0, if warranted by changes in conditions at the school.

In the event an earthquake occurs during non- school hours:
1.
The School Administrator and the Plant Manager will assess damages to determine any necessary corrective actions.  The School Administrator may direct the Fire Suppression and HazMat Team to participate in the assessment.  

2.
The School Administrator should confer with the Local District Superintendent on identified damages to determine if the school should be closed.  

3.
If the school must be closed, the School Administrator will activate Parent Alert System and School Personnel Alert System as referenced in Section 5.0.
