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Discipline Plan

I have read and received a copy of the discipline plan of the Westmorland Union Elementary School District.  Please return this page to your child's teacher.
____________________________________________

Student Signature

____________________________________________

__________________________

Parent Signature






Date

General School Rules


Be prompt.  Arrive at school no later than 8:10a.m. 


Be in your assigned area at your assigned time.


Show respect for all school and personal property.


Be considerate; do not touch or hurt others physically or verbally.


No gum is permitted at school.


No food or drink is allowed except at authorized times.


Students are not to leave the school grounds without checking out through the office.


Walk in hallways, walkways, etc.


Walk bicycles on the sidewalk in front of the school property at all times.


Do not bring personal items to school such as radios, toys, and sunglasses.  You can be suspended for bringing toys that resemble weapons such as toy guns, knives, etc.


No bicycles on school campus.  They are to remain on bicycle racks until ready to leave campus.


Cafeteria Rules


Follow directions.


Sit at assigned tables.


Speak in a quiet voice.


Raise hands and wait to be excused.


Use good table manners and leave tables and surrounding areas clean.


Eat the food on your tray only.  Do not share food with other students.  Students who are tardy will not have time to eat breakfast.





Breakfast will be served daily in every classroom.  Students will no longer eat breakfast in the cafeteria!  Research shows that children who eat healthy breakfasts do better in school.  All students will be given the opportunity to eat breakfast every school day.  Lunch will continue to be served in the cafeteria.  Lunch time schedules are Kindergarten at 11:00 a.m., 1st-3rd at 11:15 a.m., 4th-6th at 11:40 a.m. and 7th-8th at 12:00 p.m.  The daily menu listings for breakfast and lunch are advertised each month and distributed with the parent bulletin.


Bus Rules


Students are required to follow all school rules whenever riding on school busses.    Bus transportation is a privilege and not a right.  Proper conduct on busses at all times is essential for the safety of all passengers.


Fieldtrips


Official fieldtrip forms must be completed, signed and returned to the student's teacher before the date of the planned trip.  Telephone calls or handwritten notes from parents cannot be accepted as a form of permission to attend a field trip.

















Philosophy


The Westmorland Union Elementary School District will provide every student a safe and orderly environment that reflects high standards of good citizenship.  We believe that parents, students, and school staff must work together in order for optimum learning.  The following standards of student conduct have been adopted in order to ensure a safe, orderly school environment.


Student Rights


A free education.


Equal educational opportunity without being disturbed by the misbehavior of other students or by those who do not belong on campus.


Freedom from discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, gender, national origin ancestry, physical or mental handicap, age, and medical condition, educational programs and activities of the school.


Due process for disciplinary action including suspension or expulsion.


General Playground Rules


Follow directions of adults.  For grades K-6 the first whistle means to freeze and pay attention.  The second whistle means to walk to your assigned area. 


Be courteous and play safely.


Bats, softballs, footballs, and soccer balls are allowed for physical education classes only. 


Students are not permitted to hang by their legs on the bars.


The swings are to be used properly.  Swing straight and in the same direction.  There is no pushing, bailing, or jumping out of swings.


The drinking fountains are for drinking, not playing.


All equipment is to be used properly and safely.  There is to be no take away, tag, or tackle games.


No games are to be closed to other students; any student may participate.


Restrooms are not to be used as meeting places or play areas.


Recess is the time to use the restroom and get drinks.


Bicycle Rules


Students in grades 1-8 are permitted to ride bicycles to school.  State law requires that all bicycle riders wear safety helmets.  All bikes must be stored in the designated area at the main school entrance.  Bicycles should be locked at all times, as the school cannot assume any liability for loss.

















Procedures for Entering/Exiting School


Pupils are to enter and exit through the front gate.


Pupils should not arrive before 7:40a.m.


Bicycles should be kept in the bicycle rack provided by the school.  Bicycles should be locked while at school.  Pupils should not ride bicycles on the school grounds.


Pupils are to cross with the crossing guards/safety patrol at C and 2nd street, at Center and 2nd Street and Main and C street.


Students are to wait in line in assigned areas until 8:00a.m.  


At dismissal time, students are escorted to the front gate.  Students are to go straight home unless arrangements have been made with the parent.  Students will not be allowed to use the office phones.  


Students needing to wait for older siblings must wait in assigned areas.


Safety


To insure a smooth running and safe school, all visitors are asked to report to the office to sign in and obtain a Visitor's Pass.  Visitors are asked to use designated entrance and exit areas at all times.  Please support the school's efforts to keep all students safe by following all traffic rules and regulations.  Please encourage your children to follow the directions given by the School Safety Patrol.  Encourage your child to come home immediately after school is dismissed.  Loitering children are likely to get into unsafe situations.  Please remind your children:


Never ask or accept rides from strangers.


Report to teachers, police officers, or parents, any stranger seen loitering near the school.


To return immediately to the school to get staff             assistance if a problem arises on the way  home.


Internet Access


The District restricts access to material that is inappropriate in the classroom.  We have a filtering program to limit access to inappropriate material.  While accessing the Internet your child will be supervised by District staff.  Access to the Internet is a privilege and it will be withheld or withdrawn from anyone who fails to follow the rules.


Telephones


Parents are asked to make after school arrangements with their children before they leave home.  It is not desirable to interrupt the classroom instruction to deliver messages.  Students will not be allowed to use telephones in the office.








Tardies


Promptness to class is extremely important!  Students are expected to be in their classrooms by 8:15a.m.  Students who are tardy to school will be assigned lunch detention  (3 tardies will be considered one absence).


Severe Cause


Ed Code Section 48915 states that school officials shall immediately suspend and recommend expulsion of any student who commits any of the following offenses at school or at a school activity off grounds:


Possessing, selling or otherwise furnishing a firearm.


Brandishing a knife at another person.


Unlawfully selling a controlled substance.


Committing or attempting to commit a sexual assault or committing a sexual battery.


Possession of explosives, including any type of fireworks.
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Attendance Policy


Regular school attendance is a necessary part of the learning process and is key to getting a good education.  Students who are absent from school miss lessons and fall behind academically.  Ed Code 48200 states that children aged 6-18 must attend school and abide by the compulsory attendance laws and policies of the state and school district. Parents can be held legally responsible for their child’s lack of attendance.  Unexcused absences and excessive excused absences may result in legal action.  A series of absences may require a hearing before a district justice or other officer of the court.  In some extreme cases, parents can be jailed because of their noncompliance with compulsory attendance laws and policies. Ed Code 48260 states: “Any pupil subject to compulsory full-time education who is absent from school without valid excuse for three full days in one school year or tardy or absent for more than any 30 minute period during the school day without a valid excuse on three occasions in one school year or any combination thereof, is truant and shall be reported to the attendance supervisor or to the superintendent of the school district."   If your child is going to be absent, please call the Attendance Clerk at 344-4364 to advise her of the absence.  The Attendance Clerk is available to answer phone calls beginning at 7:30a.m.  You may leave a message on her voice mail system if you need to call before 7:30a.m.  When a child is absent or late a note from the parent explaining the cause of the absence or tardy is needed.  Absences from school without authorization is against the law and is considered a serious offense.  The warning bell rings at 8:10a.m.  Students should avoid being late by coming to school by 8:00a.m.  Tardy students must report directly to the school office to obtain a tardy slip before reporting to class.  The following are excused reasons for student absences: 1.  Illness, accident, medical or dental attention 2.  Serious illness or death in immediate family, and 3.  Religious functions and exceptionally urgent reasons that affect the child.  Please make every effort to schedule medical and dental appointments late in the day to avoid early dismissal for your child.  If there is a need for early dismissal, please send a written request with your child indicating the reason and requested dismissal time.  To insure your child's safety, children will not be released to other adults without the written permission from the parents or legal guardians.  The person checking the student out must sign him/her out in the office.  We appreciate your cooperation in helping make our school the safest possible environment for your children.


Excused Absences


Students receive an excused absence when they are absent from school for the following reasons:  1. Illness, 2. Quarantine directed by a county or city health officer, 3. Medical, dental or Optometric services, 4. Attendance at funeral services of a member of the student’s immediate family.  Once a student has an excess of 9 excused absences during the school year, the student could lose eligibility for promotion.


The School Day	  Minimum Day


Kinder		8:05 - 2:05 p.m.	      K - 6  8:05 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. 


Grades 1-3	8:05 - 2:35 p.m.	      7 -  8  8:05 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.


Grades 4-6	8:05 - 2:40 p.m.


Grades 7-8	8:05 - 2:55 p.m.
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Dress Code


Good judgment in considering issues such as age, developmental stages, and body type are expected of all students, parents, and guardians in the selection of school attire and appearance. The manner of student dress shall be neat, clean, properly fitted, age-appropriate and suitable for the learning environment.  Clothing and appearance should not be of such extreme that it draws undue attention to the student, nor should clothing and appearance distract or interfere with the teaching and learning in the class.





Dress and Appearance Guidelines 


The specifics below are not intended to be all-inclusive, but shall apply as basic guidelines for all students. 


Shorts, skirts, dresses and other clothing shall be modest and of sufficient length. The preferable length of these articles of clothing is that they be no shorter than mid-thigh. 


Shirts and tops shall be long enough to cover the midriff when sitting or standing. 


The chest and the back of the body shall not be inappropriately exposed. Shirts, tops and dresses shall cover the chest and back.  No halter, spaghetti straps, or strapless tops allowed.


Pants shall not be worn with the waistband below the hipbone. 


Undergarments shall not be visible at any time. 


No see-through or mesh clothing that will reveal the body or will reveal undergarments shall be allowed. 


No gang-related clothing, accessories, symbols or intimidating manner of dress, as identified by local law enforcement agencies, shall be allowed. 


No adornment that reasonably could be perceived as, or used as, a weapon shall be allowed (such as chains, spikes, etc.). 


No headwear (such as hats, caps, hoods, kerchiefs, sweatbands, etc.) and no sunglasses shall be worn on school grounds. 


No bandanas shall be allowed.


No clothing shall be allowed that promotes alcoholic beverages, tobacco, or the use of controlled substances; depicts violence, profanity, vulgarity, or obscenity; is of a sexual nature; or is otherwise of a disruptive nature.


Shoes shall be worn at all times, and, as needed, shoes shall conform to special requirements (such as P.E. classes). Shoes that have laces shall be laced and tied. No flip flops or bedroom shoes shall be allowed.


13.	Clothing shall be worn appropriately (not inside-out or backwards; no rolled up pant legs or unfastened bib 	overalls, etc.) and belts must be buckled.


14.	Clothing designed for school athletic events (i.e. cheerleader outfits, etc.) that does not meet the above guideline 	shall not be worn during the instructional day unless appropriate additional garments are worn with the outfit.


15.	Face or body piercings (except the ears) are discouraged.  Piercings must be removed for P.E.








Violations of the Student Dress Code and Appearance Policy 





Student violations shall be handled by the principal or the principal’s designee.  Appropriate disciplinary actions for violations shall include the following: 





First Offense: Students shall be informed that that they have violated the policy. They shall be given the opportunity to change into acceptable clothing by using available clothes at school or by calling a parent/guardian to bring clothes. If neither of these options is used, the students may be placed in in-school suspension or isolation for the remainder of the day. 


Second Offense: A second infraction of the policy shall be considered as defiance and the student will be given a Behavior Referral.


Third (and additional) Offenses: A third or additional infraction of the policy shall be treated as a Behavior Referral.  The District's Mischievous Behavior Discipline Plan will be followed.








�
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Homework


Homework contributes to the development of independence and responsibility on the part of the student.  Students are given homework based upon their ability and the educational program, which they are assigned. 


Library & Books


The library is not open immediately after school.  Students wishing to use the County Library will need to return to campus at 3:00 p.m.  Students may not wait outside the library until it opens.  Students are responsible for the proper care of textbooks and library books and must pay for lost or damaged books.  Students are required to pay fines for damaged textbooks in accordance to the amount of damage.  In cases where the damage is so extensive as to render the book unusable, the full price will be collected since it will no longer be in use.  Each student shall return all textbooks issued to him/her when leaving the school, or at the end of the school year.  Failure to return or pay for damages shall result in withholding report cards.








Behavior


All students should behave in a manner that will be of credit to themselves and to our school.  Fighting is not tolerated and could result in suspension or expulsion.  Students who fight, who claim a gang, or write graffiti may also face the following consequences:


Community Service


Participation in Anger Control Counseling 


Suspension


Placement in Alternative Program


Westmorland Elementary School is a drug-free zone.  There are severe consequences for using drugs, tobacco, or alcohol, bringing them to school, or providing them to another student.  In all cases of this nature, the Police Department will be contacted and the student will be suspended from school with possible recommendation for expulsion.  Personal items are not allowed at school.  If your child ignores this rule, the school will not be responsible for lost or stolen items.  Radios, audio equipment, cameras, or beepers must not be brought to school.  Riding bicycles, skates, skateboards, or rollerblades on the school campus is not allowed.  Students are responsible for showing maturity and mutual respect towards each other at all times.  Failure to do your personal best or to follow rules will result in parent contact, counseling, detention, suspension, or expulsion.  In order to maintain an academic environment, water balloons, squirt guns, shaving cream, and markers must not be in the students' possession.  Sunflower seeds and chewing gum are not permitted at school.  Possession of knives, weapons, or any dangerous object could mean an automatic expulsion from Westmorland Union Elementary School District.

















Emergency Cards & Health Issues


Emergency cards will be distributed on the first day of school.  Please return them promptly to your child's teacher after you have completed all the necessary information.  If a child becomes ill during the school day, parents are expected to make arrangements to have the child removed from school right away.  Parents without transportation, and working parents, should make arrangements for this possibility early in the school year.  Please inform the school of any medical problems by adding them to the school emergency card.  Only medications prescribed by a physician for a particular student will be given at school.  All medication administered at school must be accompanied by a note from the physician stating the name of the medication, the dosage, and the time it is to be given.  Over the counter medications will not be administered.  All medication should be brought to the school by the parent in the original pharmacy container with the following information on it:


Child's Name


Name of Medication


Dosage for this child


Physician's Name


Date Prescribed
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